General Comments

Law School Statement

Your essay is going to immediately grab the attention of your readers with its humor and its unique approach
—in theme and in tone, you have needed no help from me. Instead, | have worked to give the essay as
effective a shape as possible, organizing your points into coherent, compelling paragraphs. As we move
forward in subsequent revisions, we should keep the following four main points in mind.

Origins and Aims

Your personal story is fantastic, and the only thing your reader might feel like she is missing is an explanation
of why were working at a law firm in the first place, and where you hope to work eventually. A single early
sentence about what initially attracted you to the field would do a lot to effectively frame the content and
story to come. Similarly, a single sentence in your conclusion about the kind of work you hope to do in the
future would give your reader a clear sense of where you're going.

Organization and Flow

You describe your time at - as a whirlwind, and appropriately enough, your essay reads a bit like a
whirlwind, with story, motivation and ambitions all bristling together in the same paragraphs. On a macro
level, | suggest a more obvious narrative: the puppy introduction, a description of your time at the firm, 2
lessons you learned there and why they make you want to be a lawyer (and why you’d be a good one!), a
paragraph about the specific school, and a conclusion. On a micro level, | suggest paragraphs that begin with
clearer first sentences. Take a look at my revision for how | have approached these problems.

Keeping it Personal

At times your essay reads simply like a description of office life: ‘this is what | observed the lawyers doing.” You
need to make sure to mobilize every single detail into an explanation of why you want to be a lawyer, and why
you would make a good one. You’ll notice in my revision that | use the words “I” and “me” more than you do —
| have tried to fit everything into the story of you, rather than the story of your internship.

Why This School?

Although this section is obviously just a framework, your paragraph on why you want to attend this specific
school is also not personal enough. It isn’t enough for you to note that the school is famous for x and y — you
need to note why it and you are perfect matches for each other. Instead of “professors such as X who mentor
the community,” say something like “when researching law schools | was impressed by X’s work studying
medical tort reform, a subject congenial to me because...”



INITIAL DRAFT with specific comments

A Kkitchen timer rings, breaking the silence of a Beverly Hills office) Not hi ng’ s Istopark i n [

the middle of revising a client report to grab ‘a leash and large golf umbrella\‘ - its\ time for me to take the 8

week old lBoxer pup‘ out for a walk. Hardly a day has gone by without an indoor accident, so this was his

potty training. Every 30 minutes, rain or drizzle, as was the case that December, out Ziggy and I went.

Butit wa s hplppy ppop Iswhs picking up at thisunique boutiquel law firm, I was thrown

headfirst into the whirlwindofc r e di t or ' bankruptg haw. 4 waaraqdired to multitask
efficiently, juggle my priorities between client relations and office duties, and of course, handle this new

wriggling, chewing, mayhem-wrecking addition. But even before Ziggy, I quickly learned law can be its

own flurry.

Everyday I had new challenges in this dynamic environment. Working here taught me how to be
professional, confident, and assertive, a must when dealing in the face of an adversary and even with our
own client. h"hough I have gained much skill in the legal department, I find I have applied my learning to
my personal life] Preparing a leasing agreement or finalizing client invoices taught me the importance of

details and understanding client relations.

\But being a lawyer is not all bravado. There were days of humbleness, when [ witnessed my
employer stop in the middle of drafting a multi-million dollar settlement agreement to sop up puppy pee
from the carpet. There were daysof _____, when | hand-fed baby food to a seizing senior dog. I
eventually learned what a heartbreaking thing it is to lose a life, no matter how good your negotiation
skillsare,you can’ t n e dBotwithitheupshedaldwhs.in this firm, I also see how rewarding
it is tell a client that the case has been dismissed in their favor because you had the ability to prove what

was right all along.‘

Comment [i1]: Great, unusual beginning,

but you might want to include what you
were doing at the ti
relevance to law is clear from the outset.

Comment [i2]: Fantastic detail. }

[Comment[i3]:( it’'s) }

Comment [i4]: Including his name (Ziggy,
right?) would be a nice touch.

Comment [i5]: Good point, and I think it
needs to be intensified—* Far from
use in my revision, for your consideration.
You need to make it extremely clear that
this was a ‘seaious’
wonder ful as your st
to sound like you were hired to walk the

dog.

Comment [i6]: This rhyme verges on being
too cute, | think..

[ Comment [i7]: (wreaking) }

Comment[i8: Thi s sounds wa
proved to be its own species of wild beast”

[ Comment [i9]: (Every day) }

Comment [i10]: This might work even
better if you noted what you were like
before you started working. In my revision

Il”ve put “untidy col
feel free to correct for your actual
personality!!

Comment [i11]: If you are going to make

this point, you should give at least one
example. | thi-nk it’
demonstrating how your internship had a
lasting effect on you as a total person, not
just as a lawyer. For the sake of
organization, I would also move this point
later in the essay.

Comment[il2]:1 don’'t thint
quite works, for two main reasons. First, by
introducing the dogc¢
already made it clear that law is not all
bravado. Second, the doggy theme starts to
take over your essay. It was a fantastic
introduction, but n
serious! The points about death are also a

bit heavy-handed for a statement of

purpose, and are mentioned in your letter of
recommendation anyway. [ would
recommend removing the paragraph and
incorporating some of its relevant points
into the preceding one. This might seem like
a strange suggestior
already well under the word limit (800,
right?), but that should change as you add
details about the specific law schools you

are applying to.




Because of my experience at the firm, I know that the essence of a good lawyer is not a mythical
ability that few are born with. Laws are set, but they are not rigid. Even reading a U.S. Code can draw
different interpretations from different people. It is up to lawyers to transform this written word into

tangi bility. However, a |l awyer’s weapon is not
attorney, this may mean accounting skills for preference analysis or real estate knowledge for liens and

liquidation. ‘It is this versatility that draws me to this profession.‘

‘In this open office, [ always have one ear on the phone conversation for timekeeping purposes.‘
What was once complete gibberish has become PigLatin—I ' m f |l uent, but onl vy i
sl owl y. Wh at ikténingto talk ofnaness tacéicd and depodition findings is one thing,
but listening to how lawyers think is another. They seem to instinctively know how to handle new
situations and interactions; they strategize, steer clear of impediments,and cal cul ate t he
next move with seeming ease. And above all, they require excellent communication skills —one

misunderstanding with a client, co-counsel, or the opposition can botch the whole operation.\

With the education and training from [Name] Law School, I can gain this ability and hone the skills
required. lAt the moment, [ can pull up case law and pore over them, but sometimes what I believe is
relevant is not, I am limited in what I can do. I want to be able to take a case and see through it to the
end. That is why [School Name] is where I want to be. lThe learning environment is famous for [subject
and professors such as [name] who mentor the community are an inspiration, especially if  am to learn

all I can,

I tire of hitting walls I know I can leap over. Just as Ziggy now no longer needs a kitchen timer, I no

longer want to be limited.\

Comment [i13]: This is the most important
point of this paragraph, and should come in
its first sentence.

Comment [i14]: 1 , at |l east ,
understand what you mean by this, and its
function in the paragraph is unclear as well.

Comment [i15]: Again, I think this is the
most important point of the paragraph. You
have an interesting writing style—i t ' s
you need to write a paragraph before you
can know what its theme will be, and you
then add it to the end. For flow and clarity,
though, these themes should be announced
at the beginning.

Comment [i16]: This might be a bit too
“nitty gritty” a co
essay. In the next-to-last paragraph you
should be expanding into big, sophisticated
exclamations of enthusiasm. Focus on the
positive—“ Ha v i n gpragtaal n e d
experience with individual cases, I want to
learn the theoretical framework underlying
the ent i r ewhichisaanorp | i
rousing paraphrase
think.

r

Comment [i17]: I know this is just a
framework for future paragraphs, but your
reasons should be more personal than this.
Instead of writing about what the school is
famous for, write about what makes it
appealing to you.

Comment [i18:1 see (and |
going for here, and I hope you will consider
my rendition of it in the revision.




EDITOR'S FIRST REVISION ‘

A kitchen timer rings, breaking the Beverly Hills office silence and startling me from my revision of

a client report. Nothing is cooking, but I dutifully stand up from my desk —to grab a leash and a large golf
umbrella. 1t’'s ti me -week-old-pufpg, ouZforhigwalk Hardiye dap Hafpassede ' s 8
yet without an indoor accident, and I have assumed the responsibility of his potty training. Every 30

minutes, rain or drizzle, as was usually the case that December, out Ziggy and I went.

But I picked up far more than just puppy poop at that small, spirited law firm. Tending to this new
wriggling, chewing, mayhem-wreaking associate was certainly one of the most memorable aspects of
working at The - Law Firm, but from my first day [ was thrown headfirst into the litigious
whirl wi nd oights and bardkrugtcg law, required to multitask efficiently, learn the discipline
as | worked, and balance my office duties with my responsibilities to clients. Law proved to be its own

species of wild beast.

‘Each\ day in this dynamic environment brought me up against a new lesson. I arrived an untidy Comment [i19]: If you wanted to include a
sentence about why you were working at a
law firm in the first place, it might go here.
“But motivated by a lifelong interest in xxx, [
was prepared for th
qualities imperative when dealing with adversaries,0 r e v e n  wwnilientsdThreughsxhaustive an example.

college student, and within weeks had molded myself into a confident and assertive professional,

preparation of leasing agreements and client invoices, I learned the importance of even the smallest
details of client relations. And when I informed clients that cases had been dismissed in their favor, I
learned how all the little instances of careful attention to these details can add up to the immense reward

of a successful outcome.

The first great lesson of my time at - has been that the ability to be a great lawyer is not
some unified, mythical proclivity. Rather, the best lawyers are the most versatile ones. In a profession
concerned with competing interpretations of flexible rules, those who bring the most perspectives to

their deliberative strategies and the most diverse portfolio of techniques to their argumentative tactics



are the most likely to succeed. This requirement is both what draws me most to the profession and what
gives me most confidence that I will succeed in it. With experience in b(X)d, I quickly learned that the wide
range of my interests and abilities was my greatest ‘assed, and that as a lawyer [ would never be forced to

choose one of them over the others; all will have the chance to inform my work.

After a year and a half with- , the language of law as I hear it has moved from complete

gibberishto—jo h , |

-hasbeent hat a

fi

et’ s; shymPfilguémat j nbut

mi nute understanding of what i

ndings i s | e s eral domppebensioraofithe waylawyers thinkgired ntommunicate.

They seem to instinctively know how to handle new situations and interactions; they strategize, steer

clear of impediments, and calculatetheo pp osi t i on

speech is marked by precision—one misunderstanding with a client, co-counsel, or the opposition could

botch the whole operation, and watching the clockwork intricacy with which they construct their phrases

has been another of my great inducements to enter the profession. My internship has given me ample
experience in the day-to-day operations of a firm. In law school, above all, I hope to learn how to think

like a lawyer.
[ can imagine no better place to do so than at [Name]. P(X)d

One reason | have so enjoyed my rainy walks with Ziggy is that our situations are so similar. Just
as he has adapted to the rules and culture of life in the office, | have grown as a professional, a

communicator, and a thinker. And like the puppy, I have a long way to go: reading over legal briefs, | am

often still unsure of what the most significant points are, and how best to approach certain problems. But

like him, I am straining my leash to grow in knowledge and ability, and my aspirations extend far beyond
the loffice‘. Ziggy no longer needs me to take him outside; he can get there himself. And I, too, am ready to

make the move from intern to law student — from prelaw to young lawyer.
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Comment [i20]: Some diverse things you
are interested and have experience in.
(Game theory, which your rec. letter
mentions, is an example.)

Comment [i21]: You will notice that I have
changed this paragraph significantly from
how you had it. As it was written, it lacked a
certain thematic coherence, and a sense of
its relevance to your own professional goals.
The way I have rewritten it is, of course, just
a suggestion, and we can work on it together
in subsequent drafts.

Comment [i22]: I like the playful sound of s
this but you may find it too informal.

S next easeoAnéabonvdall,theirundaunt ed

Comment [i23]: A substantive and specific
paragraph about why this school is right for
you. Include information on specific
professors, teaching philosophies, locations,
extracurricular activities, etc.

Comment [i24]: If you wanted to add a
sentence about the kind of work you hope to

do in the future, it would go here.
“Eventually, | hope |t
example of how you could phrase it.




